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Shlppmg to be
organised on
‘modern lines

-By Our Staff Reporter

KARACHI: The government would
soon put the Shipping Bill before the par-

‘liament for its early approval so that the

sector could start operating on modern
~lines.

This was said by Minister for Ports and
-Shipping Senator Kamran Michael on
“Thursday at a luncheon meeting organised
. by the All Pakistan Shipping Association
“(APSA).

The minister said that the Shipping Bill
.is lying with his ministry for the last seven
‘years and the present government would
' present it before the parliament for early

approval.

“It is unfortunate that a vital sector like

-shipping, which has direct links:and: deal-

‘ing with outside world, is still being run by
150 years old law - Carriage of Goods by
‘Sea Act 1882,” he said.

He assured the APSA members that his
ministry would go through the Shipping
‘Bill and after making necessary changes
will get cabinet approval and then put the
bill before the parhament to make it an
Act.

He further said that the new Shipping
Actwould be in line with modern shipping
practices which are at par with global
standards.

APSA chairman Capt S Mushtaq Ali
:Shah said that in the absence of proper
»shipping law, ‘practices were becoming
-the rules of the trade and this was causing

anincrease in litigations’.

On the occasion, the minister disclosed
-that the prime minister has already given
rapproval to nine projects worth $1.70 bil-
<lion for Gwadar port which include infra-

structure, roads, airport, hotel, technical
‘institute, etc and would be completed by
12017.
+- “All these projects are directly linked
i with the Pal-China economic corridor,” he
-said. He asked the APSA to give its input
so that logistics were developed to meet
-the shipping sector demands as well.

) mry’

DAILY ‘BUSINESS RECORDER’ OF 23-05-2014

Govt considering ameénding
Carriage of Goods by
Sea Act: minister

RECORDER REPORT
KARACHI: Federal
Minister for Ports and

Shipping Kamran Michael on
Thursday said that the govern-
ment was considering amend-
ing the country’s century old
Carriage of Goods by Sea Act
to make it compatible with
that of the world.

Speaking to media persons
at a function of All Pakistan
Shipping Association (Apsa)
here at Boat Club, he said the
government would facilitate
the ports and shipping sector
and help resolve its long
standing issues.

“It is 21st century while the
enisting laws are of 19th cen-
he said adding that nec-
essary amendments to' the
laws were required to make
the local services procedures
compatible with the world
ports and shipping standards.

The minjster appreciated the
contribution of Apsa to the
national economy and assured
the association of resolving
the shipping sector issues.

“The proposed amendments
to the Carriage of Goods by
Sea Act have been pending
with the top legislative body
for the last seven years,” he
said.

The minister said that he
would review the Act and
after consultation with the
stakeholders, the proposals
would be forward for discus-
sion in the parliament. He

expressed the hope that after
the required amendments, the
laws would help the shipping
sector grow.

He said that the deep water
container terminal - an
extended Karachi seaport por-
tion - would become function-
al by next year, which would
expand the national trade and
shipping services and opera-
tions.

To a question, he said the
new port draft would be main-
tained at 18 meters while at
present 16 meters had been
achieved to berth large ves-
sels.

The minister invited the pri-
vate sector to invest in the
government’s ports and ship-
ping projects. He also assured
the shipping sector of rational-
isation of port tariffs.

To another question, he said
that his ministry was working
to generate revenue through
its land resources.

“Some 800 acres of the KPT
land have been encroached, of
which 70 acres have been
reclaimed, while efforts are
being made to retrieve rest of
the occupied land,” he added.

He said that the government
would fill all the vacant tech-
nical posts soon.

Apsa Chairman Mushtaq Ali
Shah said the century old laws
needed necessary amendments
to make them compatible with
that of the world’s shipping
sector.

He said that the existing
laws failed to support the mod-
ern day shipping activities.
Director Marine Group of
Company, Asim Siddique, said
the existing ports and shipping
laws were obsolete to meet the
rising challenges of the coun-
try’s seaborne trade.

He said that the Act was
first enforced in 1882 and
since then a huge development
in the ports and shipping sec-
tor had taken place.

“Now there are dedicated
cargo handling terminals,
bonded cargo supplies chains,
freight forwarding services
and new shipping laws in the
world,” he said, regretting that
the country still ran its ports
and shipping businesses
through the old laws.

Senior Vice Chairman Apsa
Abdullah Farrukh said the
ports and shipping sector had
failed to invite the attention of
the respective governments
and was continuously facing
the similar problems. He
urged the ports and shipping
ministry to step up efforts to
resolve the issues being faced
by the sector.

Karachi Port Trust
Chairman Vice Admiral
Shafqat Jawed, Vice

Chairman Apsa Syed Raza
Kazmi, Secretary Apsa Riaz
Ahmed and Deputy Secretary
Mirza Abdullah Baig were
also present on the occasion.




